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W A S H I N G T O N ,  D . C .  2 0 5 4 8  

FILE: B-220859.3 DATE: April 18 ,  1936 

MATTER OF: The Big  P i c t u r e  Company, I n c .  

OIOEST: 

U n l i k e  sealed b i d  p r o c u r e m e n t s  where b i d s  are 
p u b l i c l y  o p e n e d ,  there is no p u b l i c  o p e n i n g  
o f  o f f e r s  r e c e i v e d  u n d e r  a n e g o t i a t e d  
p r o c u r e m e n t  . 

The Big P i c t u r e  Company, Inc. . ,  p r o t e s t s  t h a t  
p r o p o s a l s  were n o t  p u b l i c l y  opened  u n d e r  r e q u e s t  f o r  
p r o p o s a l s  N o .  F41800-86-RA520, i s s u e d  by t h e  Depar tment  o f  
t h e  A i r  Force, San  A n t o n i o  C o n t r a c t i n g  C e n t e r  ( A i r  Force), 
f o r  p r o c u r e m e n t  o f  a u d i o v i s u a l  s e r v i c e s .  

W e  d i s m i s s  t h e  protest  w i t h o u t  o b t a i n i n g  a n  agency  
r e p o r t  f rom t h e  A i r  Force b e c a u s e  i t  is clear o n  its f a c e  
t h a t  t h e  protest  is w i t h o u t  l e g a l  merit.  4 C.F.R. S 2 1 . 3 ( f )  
( 1 9 8 5 ) .  

T h i s  p r o c u r e m e n t  was n e g o t i a t e d .  U n l i k e  sealed b i d  
p r o c u r e m e n t s  i n  which b i d d e r s '  pr ices  are e x p o s e d  as a 
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  o p e n i n g  of b i d s ,  there is no  p u b l i c  
o p e n i n g  of o f f e r s  r e c e i v e d  u n d e r  a n e g o t i a t e d  p r o c u r e m e n t .  
American I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Rent-A-Car e t  a l . ,  B-214016 e t  a l . ,  
Feb. 28, 1984 ,  84-1 C.P.D. 11 252. The F e d e r a l  A c q u i s i t i o n  
R e g u l a t i o n  ( F A R )  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o h i b i t s  d i s c l o s u r e  t o  t h e  
g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  o f  proposal i n f o r m a t i o n  b e f o r e  award. - See 
FAR, 48 C.F.R. 5 15.413 ( 1 9 8 4 ) .  
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